
 

 
 

San Juan County Commissioners 
PO Box 9 
Monticello, UT 84535 
 
Dear Commissioners, 
 
Blanding City strongly opposes the proposed 22.9% property tax increase on the San 
Juan County residents and businesses that are subject to property tax. San Juan County 
is already the highest taxed county in Utah by percentage, and adding to that burden should not 
be done lightly and without first looking at all other options for balancing the budget. Many 
non-profit entities, government agencies, and reservation properties are exempt from the 
property tax, and the increased burden is unfairly distributed to those who are required to pay 
this tax.  
 
There has been no public discussion of any alternatives to raising taxes, and no real indication 
that cost-saving alternatives have been considered. From the discussion in Commission 
Meetings, it seems that more money has been requested by County departments to hire more 
employees and provide more services. We would prefer that the County employ fiscal 
belt-tightening and review the necessity and effectiveness of current services to balance the 
budget rather than raising property taxes. We recognize that the County has to pay for lawsuit 
settlements and costly legal fees, but once those are paid the taxes will not be lowered and the 
funds will be spent on other items. 
 
As a taxing entity, we understand the pressure to provide services and continue to give more to 
our residents. Good governance requires that we keep spending in line with revenues and make 
hard choices about what services we can afford. We ask you to make similar hard choices to 
stay within your current revenue and not increase property taxes on the portion of San 
Juan County residents and businesses that pay this tax.  
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

Blanding City Mayor and City Council 
 

Adopted November 12, 2019 
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